[The protective effect of the nerve growth factor on sensory neurons in organotypic culture under the action of diphtheria toxin].
Diphtheria toxin (1.10(-1) - 1.10(-6) Lf/ml) was found to inhibit neurite extension in chick embryo dorsal root ganglia in vitro. If the nerve growth factor (60 ng/ml) was added with the toxin to culture media, the effect of diphtheria toxin was seen to decrease and the neurite outgrowth was compared with control. Protective effect of nerve growth factor estimated by the influence of diphtheria toxin may be used for new principles of diphtheria treatment.